Suggested correspondence between a black hole and a highly excited elementary string is explored. Black hole entropy is calculated by computing the density of states for an open excited string. We identify the square root of oscillator number of the excited string with Rindler energy of black hole to obtain an entropy formula which, not only agrees at the leading order with the Bekenstein-Hawking entropy, but also reproduces the logarithmic correction obtained for black hole entropy in the quantum geometry framework. This provides an additional supporting evidence for correspondence between black holes and strings.
where A d−2 is the area of a unit sphere of d − 2 dimensions, G is the Newton's constant and r BH is the Schwarzschild radius associated with mass M . In terms of Rindler energy, the horizon 'area' A H and Bekenstein-Hawking entropy S BH of a Schwarzschild black hole in any arbitrary dimensions is given by
That is, black hole density of states grows exponentially with Rindler energy in any dimensions. The string⇔black-hole correspondence is then obtained when Rindler energy E R is identified with the square root of the oscillator number √ N of the highly excited string in any dimension. In particular, in four dimensions, N ∼ E 2 R ∼ G 2 M 4 . This identification, then gives the same leading order expression for the density of black hole states and that for the string states allowing equality of Bekenstein-Hawking entropy of a black hole with that of an excited string in the leading order. Further support for this correspondence is the consequent identification of Hawking temperature of the black hole with red-shifted Hagedorn temperature associated with the excited string. Equivalently, the black hole size r BH will get identified with the string length scale l S .
If the correspondence black-hole⇔string, with the identification of Rindler energy (E R ) with the square root of the oscillator occupation number ( √ N ) of highly excited string, is strictly true, all other features of black holes must get reflected in the string description too. In this context, ln(area) corrections to the Bekenstein-Hawking entropy, first discovered in the quantum geometry framework, is of interest. In this framework, boundary degrees of freedom of a black hole in four dimensional gravity are described by an SU (2) Chern-Simons theory on the horizon, with coupling k proportional to the horizon area. The dimensionality of boundary Hilbert space can thus be readily computed by counting the conformal blocks of SU (2) k conformal field theory on a two-sphere (spatial slice of the horizon) with a number of punctures carrying SU (2) spin representations on them [8] . Then for large horizon area A H , the black hole entropy S bh has been found to be [9, 10] 
There have also been other subsequent derivations of this ln(area) correction with the same coefficient −3/2 [11] [12] [13] [14] . It appears to be universal in the sense that it obtains for a variety of black holes and also in different dimensions. Thus, if black-hole⇔string correspondence is indeed true, the same correction as in eqn.
(3) should be reflected in the entropy of a highly excited string also. Over years, the counting of string states has been done in many places. In the following, we shall recalculate the level density of a highly excited open string beyond the leading order carefully taking into account contribution of the zero modes. It will be demonstrated that the string entropy does indeed receive a correction −3/2 ln √ N beyond the leading value proportional to √ N . This may then be taken as an additional evidence in support of the black-hole⇔string correspondence.
An open string moving in a d dimensional space-time is described by d two-dimensional fields X µ (σ, τ ), µ = 0, 1, 2, ....(d − 1) with 0 ≤ σ ≤ π, satisfying the string equation ∂ 2 X µ (σ, τ ) − ∂ 2 X µ (σ, τ ) = 0 subject to boundary conditions reflecting no flow of momentum from the string ends: ∂ σ X µ (σ, τ ) = 0 at σ = 0 and σ = π. The string equation is satisfied by
πT is the fundamental string length (our units areh = c = 1), T is string tension. The center of mass coordinate is x µ and string momentum is p µ . The commutation relations satisfied by the various operators are
where η µν is the flat metric in d dimensional space-time. This theory has a reparametrization invariance (σ, τ ) → (σ ′ , τ ′ ) generated by Virasoro constraints: (∂ τ X µ ± ∂ σ X µ ) 2 = 0. This may be fixed by a gauge choice, in particular by light-cone gauge introducing a preferred longitudinal direction in space:
In this gauge all the oscillators α + n = 0 (n = 0) and also the coordinates X − (σ, τ ) and hence p − and α − n are not independent. Only independent variables are transverse coordinates, momenta and oscillators: x i , p i , α i n (n = 0) with i = 1, 2, 3, ....d − 2. The τ -translation generating Hamiltonian is given by
where a = (d − 2)/24 is the normal ordering constant and N =
∞ m=1 α i −m α i m is the oscillator number operator whose eigenvalues are the occupation number of the state, N | ψ N >= N | ψ N >.
It is convenient to introduce the standard oscillators:
which satisfy the standard oscillator commutation relations:
The occupation number operator in terms of number operators N m for these standard oscillators is
where N m has the standard oscillator eigenvalues 0, 1, 2, 3...... The mass of an excited string of level N is given by ℓ 2 S M 2 N = 2(N − a). To count the quantum states of such a string, we write the partition function as a function of a complex parameter τ as (we set ℓ S = 1 in the following):
Here T r represents integration over the transverse string momentum p i and trace over the oscillator states. That is,
where now tr represents trace over the oscillator states only. Notice that
where p(N ) is the number of partitions of N in terms of positive integers. Now there is a standard formula in number theory:
The function f (τ ) is related to Dedekind eta function as: η(τ ) = exp(iπτ /12) f (τ ). Thus the partition function is
Next note Dedekind eta function has the property: η(−1/τ ) = (−iτ ) 1/2 η(τ ). Using this, the partition function can be written as
To find the density d(N ) of string states with occupation number N , we write
Equating the two expressions in eqns. (8) and (9) and inverting for the level density, we have where f (−1/τ 0 ) → 1 for large N has been used. Finally density of string states for large occupation number N can be asymptotically written as:
where C is an N independent irrelevant constant and a = (d − 2)/24. This is the same formula as that obtained by Carlip for density of states with eigenvalues of Virasoro operator L 0 as ∆ = N − a in a general rational conformal field theory of central charge c = 24a [11] . The asymptotic level density of string states has been calculated in many places, the earliest computation for a string in d = 26 dimensions was done in refs. [7] where the rapidly growing exponential dependence on √ N was correctly obtained. However, there is now an additional factor of N −3/4 . This introduces a logarithmic correction to the entropy S st of a highly excited string:
Finally following Susskind we identify Rindler energy of the black hole with √ N as E R = 2 √ aN , and rewrite the entropy of a highly excited string as
Clearly this entropy has same logarithmic correction beyond the Bekenstein-Hawking area law as that obtained for the black hole entropy in quantum geometry framework [9] . This correction exits not only for excited strings describing Schwarzschild black holes in any arbitrary dimensions as above, but also all other cases discussed in refs. [3, 4, 6] . We emphasize that this thus provides an additional evidence in favour of the excited-string⇔black-hole correspondence.
In the derivation of level density above, it is important to take account of the zero modes carefully. This has been done by including the integration over p i in the partition function in eqn. (7) . If this were not included, then nonexponential part of level density formula (11) above would have changed from dimension independent factor N −3/4 to N −(d+1)/4 as has been found in some of the early calculations of level density (for example, see ref. [15] for the case of d = 26).
Our discussion here has been for generic black holes, say, Schwarzschild black holes in any dimensions. Though level density above has been calculated for an open string, the asymptotic formula (11) is valid in general in any string theory. In particular, this also obtains for the level density of BPS elementary string states of the superstring theories. For extremal black holes of these superstring theories for which no mass renormalization takes place, the correspondence between strings and black holes sharing the same macroscopic quantum numbers may be applied directly. This allows a counting of weakly coupled BPS string states which can be directly related to degeneracy of these extremal black holes reproducing the Bekeintein-Hawking entropy in the leading order [16, 17] . The correction beyond Bekenstein-Hawking entropy obtained here holds for the Bogomol'nyi saturated elementary string states too [11] .
Like black holes, entropy of de Sitter space can also be given a string interpretation [18] . Here also geometry near the cosmological horizon is given by a Rindler space. Thus de Sitter space may well be described by a string on the stretched horizon through the same identification of Rindler energy with square root of the oscillator number. The entropy so calculated, beyond the usual area law would also have the same logarithmic correction as discussed above.
